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Booming Automotive Market Offering New Semiconductor Opportunities
Contact Will Strauss: 480-968-3759
Tempe AZ, January 10, 2000: Forward Concepts has announced a new market research report,
"Automotive Chips 2000," which covers the worldwide automotive market for integrated circuits and other
semiconductors through 2005. The report points out that the basic design of automobiles is about to
change in dramatic ways. For example, the hydraulic system for brakes will disappear as new
electromechanical brakes controlled through a drive-by-wire control system takes its place. The report
details how the 12-volt electrical system will give way to a new 42-volt standard, allowing smaller wires to
be used at the higher voltage for electromechanical control of those brakes, electrical motors and other
actuators in upcoming vehicle designs.
New multiplexed bus systems will affect all electrical devices, and with change there is opportunity in the
50-million-vehicles-per-year market. As the "digital car" arrives, the semiconductor content in cars will
soar according to the market study. The report cites new multimedia, safety and security, and body
electronic applications as leading the way for new chips. The overall market for semiconductors in the
automotive market will grow at an annual rate of 8.8%, from $9.5 billion in 1998 to $17 billion 2005.
However, several chip types will experience particularly strong growth in this market, and the report cites
Digital Signal Processor chips (DSPs) as experiencing a compound growth rate of 25% over the forecast
horizon. The report details the major automotive electronic subsystems and their respective chip contents
by type.
The 114-page report, "Automotive Chips 2000," contains 45 figures and tables and is available from
Forward Concepts for $1,875.00. A descriptive brochure is available from the company at Tel: 480-9683759, Fax: 480-968-7145. Details may also be found on the company's web site at
http://www.forwardconcepts.com.
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